
 

Sun Valley  
Missions Society 

 
Sun Valley Church (SVC) was planted in 2003 as a result of the mission-minded vision of West Side 
Baptist Church to see the Gospel flourish in the Yakima Valley and beyond. The elders of West Side 
Church knew that multiplying biblical churches has been God’s strategy of reaching the nations since the 
Church began at Pentecost (Acts 2). Having begun this way, mission-mindedness has been part of Sun 
Valley’s “spiritual genetics” since her inception, as reflected in her mission statement: 
 

Sun Valley Church’s Mission 

Sun Valley Church exists to glorify God by creating an authentic Christian community that is  
Gospel-centered, grace-driven, and mission-minded. 

 
Since its birth, Sun Valley Church has sent several missionaries to bring the Gospel to unreached people 
groups and to work toward Bible translation among peoples who do not have the Scriptures in their 
languages. These missionaries “have gone out for the sake of the Name” (3 Jn 7), and Sun Valley Church 
has sought “to send them on their journey in a manner worthy of God” (3 Jn 6).  
 
Yet in sending missionaries, Sun Valley Church does not consider her “Great Commissional” calling to 
be fulfilled. Rather, the church and her missionaries are one – Gospel partners who are intimately linked 
both within the common fellowship of the local church, as well as in a seamless going-sending 
relationship that will hold until either the Lord returns for His Church (Jn 14:3; 1 Th 4:16-17) or Sun Valley 
ceases to be a church.  
 
SVC’s theology of missions is outlined in its Philosophy of Missions document. Arising from this theology 
is the twofold conviction that the local Church should:  

(1) care well for her missionaries and be continually assessing ways to equip and support them; and 
(2) consider how to more faithfully and effectively bring the Gospel to the people among whom 

God has planted the local Church.  
 
Missions societies are an historic way of championing the work of the Great Commission in the Church 
and world, especially in the United Kingdom and North America. As a voluntary association of mission-
minded believers within SVC, the Sun Valley Missions Society exists to glorify God by: 

loving Sun Valley Church’s missionaries in care and prayer; 
championing the cause of evangelism and missions within the congregation; and  
helping the elders to fulfill the church’s Philosophy of Missions.  

  



 

Members of the society will be assigned a missionary or affiliate with whom to remain in occasional 
contact for encouragement and prayer. This is intended to facilitate a more personal and intentional care 
relationship between SVC and her missionaries as well as assists the pastor/director for missions in his 
oversight of the missions and outreach ministries. Moreover, the society serves as a way to identify 
potential missions candidates and begin exploring with them the possibility of missionary service.  
(Note: The society does not function in an administrative capacity to make missions decisions or policy.) 

 
Under the oversight of the pastor/director for missions, the Sun Valley Missions Society will be made up 
of SVC members who are meaningfully connected within a small group and faithfully serving within the 
church. The society intends to meet once every two months for 90 minutes with the following agenda: 

(1) Opening prayer 
(2) Bible reading (15 minutes) 
(3) Missionary and affiliate updates/discussion (15-20 minutes) 
(4) Book discussion (30 minutes) 
(5) Prayer for missionaries and affiliates (15-20 minutes) 
(6) Closing items (5 minutes) 

 

Missions Society Application and Covenant 

 
Name: _______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Email: _______________________________________________________ Phone: _________________________ 

Which small group are you in? ________________________________________ Are you a member?   Y      N 

How are you serving within SVC? _______________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

How come you want to join the Sun Valley Missions Society? _______________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

In submitting this application and upon acceptance to the society, I covenant to: 
• Faithfully attend the bi-monthly society meetings (which will be announced well beforehand) 
• Complete the society’s book reading and come prepared to contribute to fruitful discussion 
• Pray regularly for Sun Valley Church’s missionaries and affiliates 
• Contact and encourage my assigned missionary or affiliate at least once between meetings 
• Participate in church outreach opportunities and prayerfully consider missions trips as I am able 

 
 
Signed: _________________________________________________ Date: _______________________________ 


