
 

True Righteousness 
 

Matthew 5:20 
Small Group Questions 

 
 
 

(1) Read Matthew 5:17-20. What truths about the Word of God and Christ do we see in each of these 
verses? 
 

(2) What was the big idea of the sermon from verse 20?  
 

(3) What kind of righteousness did the scribes and Pharisees have? (Glance at Matthew 23 for a closer 
look at the false righteousness of these revered Bible scholars; also consider the sermon outline 
points about their brand of righteousness.) 

 
(4) How can our righteousness exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees? Does Jesus intend for His 

people to try harder than they did to obey God’s law (and thus secure their place in the Kingdom by 
their efforts)? What does Jesus mean? 2 Corinthians 5:21, Matthew 5:3, 6 should be helpful. 

 
(5) In contrast to the kind of righteousness seen in the Pharisees, what kind of righteousness do citizens 

of the Kingdom of Heaven have? Let these verses guide you: 
 

Jeremiah 31:31-33 
Matthew 5:19 
Ezekiel 36:25-27 
Philippians 2:1-4 
Matthew 5:17 

 
(6) Discuss what legalism is and what the dangers and signs of it are. To spur on that discussion, read 

this quote from the Reformed Expository Commentary by Daniel Doriani: 
 
“Jesus protested [the scribes and Pharisees’] view of righteousness, which was legalistic. To be clear, we 
should distinguish three senses of legalism. The first and most pernicious form of legalism attempts to 
attain (or retain) salvation by works. The legalist in this sense performs good works to gain the favor of 
God, Who becomes the patron of achievers. The second form of legalism fabricates new laws, based on 
tradition or misinterpretation of Scripture, and then grants these laws the force of Scripture itself. This 
kind of legalist may forbid what is permissible, such as playing cards, or he may require what is advisable, 
such as morning devotions. Third, ‘legalism’ can mean an exceptional concentration on law and 
obedience, to the exclusion of other facets of the life of faith. Many scribes and Pharisees suffered from 
all three forms of legalism.” (Commentary on Matthew 5:20) 

 
(7) In what specific ways can we pursue the kind of biblical righteousness that comes only from God in 

Christ and that reflects Christ? 


